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INTRODUCTION1

Bible believers know that Satan actively seeks to destroy Christ’s
disciples. We are warned: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). While Satan surely attacks and destroys the
souls of mankind in the world, he most assuredly attacks Chris-
tians—attacking their discipleship; seeking to destroy their relationship
with Christ. Why is Christian discipleship such a beloved target of
Satan? It is through our Christian discipleship that we bear fruit and
glorify the Father. “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples” (Jn. 15:8). When considering how
disciples bear fruit, the reality of Satan’s attacks is evident.

We bear fruit in our worship to God. Hebrews 13:15 says: “By him
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is,
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.” Has Satan attacked the
worship assemblies of the Lord’s church? In many places, yes, he has.
He can do this by attacking our obedience to John 4:24, which states:
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth.” If he successfully attacks our attitude, or spirit, in
worship, we cannot bear fruit with our lips. If he successfully attacks
the content of our worship (truth according to God’s Word, Jn.17:17),
we cannot bear fruit with our lips, therefore the Father is not glorified.

We bear fruit when we grow spiritually. Peter exhorts: “And beside
this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
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knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity” (2 Pet. 1:5-7). As we
diligently add these characteristics to our lives as disciples, we grow,
or become more like Christ. Peter goes on to say: “For if these things
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:8).
If we grow in these spiritual qualities, we will not be unfruitful, or,
stated in the positive—we will bear fruit. Does Satan attack the spiritual
growth of Christians? Has he attacked the virtue of our youth? Has he
attacked the Biblical knowledge of members of the church? Does he
attack the temperance, patience, brotherly kindness, and love of
disciples of Christ? Absolutely! And when an attack is successful, fruit
bearing ceases and the Father is not glorified. Has Satan successfully
attacked our growth? Tragically, yes!

We bear fruit when we give. Paul comments: “For it hath pleased
them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the
poor saints which are at Jerusalem ... When therefore I have performed
this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain”
(Rom. 15:26, 28). Again, the question is asked: has Satan successfully
affected the way some Christians give to the Lord? Yes, by causing
some to give grudgingly, instead of cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7). Others do
not give as they have been prospered by the Lord (1 Cor. 16:2). When
Satan is successful in polluting our hearts and actions in how we give,
he has successfully attacked our discipleship, thereby preventing fruit
bearing and glorifying the Father.

We bear fruit through winning souls. Telling of his desire to bear
fruit through winning souls for Christ from among those at Rome, Paul
expressed: “Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that
oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I
might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles”
(Rom. 1:13). As in all other areas of fruit bearing, Satan wants us to fail
in winning souls. Satan will be particularly interested in discouraging
disciples’ evangelism, or soul winning. Evangelism is affected by all
areas of fruit bearing. It is indirectly affected in our discipleship as we
worship and live our lives—by the examples we set before non-
Christians. Also, our giving affects us initially, but the effects are felt
in evangelism; whether it is the local work, or missions. Why would
Satan be particularly interested in hindering evangelism? In preventing
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evangelism he hinders the spiritual life of the disciple, while keeping
the soul saving message from the non-Christian.

This chapter endeavors to answer the question: “How does Satan
hinder evangelism?” Various examples will be given on how Satan
hinders evangelism, and thereby jeopardizes the discipleship of
Christians today. Also considered, by way of a preliminary matter, is
the need of evangelism, and then concluding with the Christian’s
responsibility to the Great Commission.

THE NEED FOR EVANGELISM
According to Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, “evangelism” is

defined as: “1: the winning or revival of personal commitments to
Christ 2: militant or crusading zeal.”2 It is the preaching, or teaching of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which is “the power of God unto salvation”
(Rom. 1:16).

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the world’s population is
well over 6.6 billion.3 To illustrate how large this number is, it would
take a clock over 209 years to tick off 6.6 billion seconds. Each one of
these over 6 billion people has a soul, and each, upon becoming
accountable, is in need of the Savior (Jn. 8:21). Each one will stand
before God and give an account of himself (2 Cor. 5:10). There is only
one hope for them; Christ (Eph 4:4). There is only one message that
will help them; the Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16; Gal. 1:6-9). There is
only one group that can take that message of hope to them; the church
of Christ (Mt. 16:18; Eph. 5:23-25; 2 Cor. 4:5-7; Col 1:18).

God saw the need for a Savior and began to unfold His plan of
salvation in Genesis 3—this should teach us the need for evangelism.
Considering the hundreds of prophecies fulfilled by Christ and the
types of Christ in the Old Testament should teach us the need for
evangelism. The knowledge of what sin is and what sin does should
teach us the need for evangelism. Knowing what Jesus Christ went
through because of our sins should teach us the need for evangelism.
If we truly believe the world is lost, and that there is only one way (Jn.
14:6); if we truly believe that the church is the saving institution (Eph.
5:23), we know the need for evangelism.

The knowledge of the need, coupled with the immense task of
fulfilling the need, can be daunting, and may be discouraging to some
disciples, thinking the task is impossible. Just as the Gospel was
successfully taken to the lost in the first century, it can be done today.
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If one disciple of Christ taught and baptized one person this year, and
the next year both Christians taught and baptized one each, and this
continued, how long would it take to convert the world? In only 33
years over 8 billion would be baptized. Imagine what would happen if
we started evangelizing today with ten—then, imagine what would
happen if we started with ten from ten congregations. It can be done in
a relatively short period of time—we just have to do it.

HOW DOES SATAN HINDER EVANGELISM?
Through Fear

Fear can be a terrible thing and can adversely affect our disciple-
ship. It was fear which caused Peter to deny the Lord (Mt. 26:69-75).
Barnes thinks it may have been fear which caused John Mark to depart
from Paul and his company in Acts 13:13.4 McGarvey believed this
idea to be plausible.5 The fearful are listed first, in Revelation 21:8, of
those cast into the lake of fire. Fear is a reason many members of the
Lord’s church do not evangelize; fear of rejection; fear of failure; fear
of not knowing enough. In this instructor’s experience, fear of not
knowing enough tops the list of fearful reasons for not teaching others
the Gospel—“Someone will ask a question and I will not know the
answer.” After all, Peter said: “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet.
3:15). It is certainly understandable for a disciple to feel that he, or she,
is unprepared to give an answer. What is not understandable is a
disciple living his, or her, entire Christian life with this excuse, instead
of seeking preparation (discussed further under the heading: By our
being ill-equipped). Whatever the fear is that is keeping us from being
evangelistic, it can be overcome. We must face the fear and then do it.6
The only way to overcome the fear of flying is to fly. The same is true
with public speaking, driving, and evangelism. If one is afraid of
evangelism, he will not overcome that fear until he evangelizes; in
other words, “GO.” As we go, Jesus promised to be with us always
(Mt. 28:18-20); truly, a comforting thought.

When we allow fear to keep us from evangelizing, Satan success-
fully hinders the Gospel, and diminishes our discipleship.
Through Procrastination

Procrastination is a hindrance to evangelism. Daily, while we put
off evangelism, thousands of the 6.6 billion are entering eternity
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without Christ that we might have otherwise reached. The Lord said:
“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?
behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for
they are white already to harvest” (Jn. 4:35). Jesus is plainly teaching
us that we must not put off the reaping of souls. But so often we do put
off soul winning; putting it off to wait on a big church event; putting it
off to wait until the weather is better; putting it off to wait until ... The
list can be endless, just like our waiting. While we are waiting, even
with good intentions, Satan has successfully hindered the spreading of
the Gospel. When one is contemplating obeying the Gospel, we urge
him to heed the examples (Acts 2:38-41; 16:25-33; 19:1-5) and
commands in the New Testament of immediate obedience: “For he
saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation
have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now
is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). We should heed our own advice
regarding the urgency of the Gospel.
Through A False Sense Of Accomplishment

If Christians are satisfied with their accomplishments, what will
drive them to improve? Imagine a congregation of the Lord’s church
with the following characteristics: First of all, the church is a laboring
church; a congregation highly involved in benevolence, such as taking
care of “the fatherless and widows in their affliction” (Jas. 1:27). Many
brethren pour out their hearts and support to needy children and victims
of tragedies, such as those suffering from hurricane Katrina. Whatever
the case may be, this church is a laboring church. Second, imagine this
church being spiritually mature: having spiritually mature elders,
deacons, and members. These brethren are not impetuous; they are not
apt to be carried away, but rather they are careful and thoughtful
brethren. Third, imagine this same church lovingly, and obediently,
practicing corrective discipline on her straying members. This
congregation loves its members so much that it would not allow a
brother, or sister, to wander back into the world without pleading with
them to come home—and then disciplines them if they do not. Fourth,
imagine this same congregation being steadfast in not allowing false
teachers to enter their pulpit, or classrooms. This congregation is aware
of false teachers and what they teach—these circumspect brethren have
this ability because they know the contents of Christ’s New Testament.
Finally, imagine this same congregation enduring persecution and not
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giving up. They know what real persecution is and are willing to face
it because of their love for Christ.

What would most of us think about a congregation of the Lord’s
church like this? What faithful preacher has not dreamed of preaching
for this “perfect” church? What if we could say our congregations
were: laboring, mature, watchful for our souls, identified false teachers,
exposed false teaching, and withstood persecutions? Would we not feel
a sense of accomplishment in pleasing the Lord? Most would feel this
way. But how would the Lord feel about a church like this? There is a
congregation like this in the Bible—the church of Ephesus. About it,
Jesus said: “I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and
how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: And
hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured,
and hast not fainted” (Rev. 2:2-3). By the time Revelation was written,
the Ephesian church had all the fore mentioned characteristics that
would satisfy most brethren today as being a faithful congregation.
However, Jesus was not pleased with the church of Ephesus. After
commending them for their accomplishments, He said: “Nevertheless
I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do
the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove
thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent” (Rev 2:4-5).
Suddenly, the Ephesian church does not seem so appealing. They left
their first love and are about to lose their light, unless they repent. All
of their great accomplishments were not enough to excuse them from
losing their first love. With all of their accomplishments they were
commanded to repent of leaving their first love, or else.

The question then, should be: “What is a congregation doing when
it loses its first love?” The common answer to this question is “apos-
tasy.” In other words, when a brother or sister leaves the Lord’s church
and reenters the world, that person has left his first love. Is that what
leaving the first love is? Had the church at Ephesus left the Lord and
reentered the world? No, Jesus commended them for their labors,
patience (spiritual maturity), not bearing evil, or false apostles, and not
fainting. The brethren at Ephesus had not reentered the world, they
were still in the church—their candlestick had yet to be removed. Then
what is the first love? Jesus tells us what it is by telling them how to
repent. How does one repent of leaving the first love? “... repent, and
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do the first works” (v. 5). What is the first work of the church? “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Mt. 28:19-20).
In all the commendations Ephesus received from the Lord, not one was
for evangelism; not one was for following his example; not one was for
doing what He came to do: “For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10). We could very well picture the
members at Ephesus huddled together with shields, protecting
themselves from the world, instead of going into all the world.

Some might question that the first love is evangelism. Think about
these two things. First, think of a true new convert. What is the first
thing he wants to do? He wants to convert his parents, spouse, siblings,
friends, co-workers, et cetera. He wants to convert the world; it is his
first love. Now, juxtapose that with the apathy and inactivity of many
of our older members. There are congregations meeting the characteris-
tics of Revelation 2:2-3, but some of these same congregations have
elders, deacons, preachers, and members that have not had a Bible
study with a non-Christian in years; some have never done it. They
should continue to live up to the commendations in Revelation 2:2-3,
but they should also renew their evangelistic zeal.

Could it be the case that many of us are satisfied with our accom-
plishments, all the while leaving evangelism in the background? Do we
preachers look to our pulpit preaching, article writing, and lecturing as
evangelism, when in fact it is mostly edification? Do we elders look to
great the works we oversee, or support, satisfied that the collective
evangelism done by these works fulfills our personal responsibilities to
evangelize? Do we, as members, practice the notion that evangelism is
the work of church leaders? May we repent, and may the Lord forgive
us, if the case be so. By our thinking we are evangelistic, when we are
not, we have a false sense of accomplishment, making Satan successful
in hindering evangelism.
By Our Being Ill-Equipped

The apostle Paul taught that members of the body of Christ must be
perfected for the work of the ministry, saying: “And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
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ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-12). The
Greek word for “perfecting” is katartismos.7 It is also translated
“equipping.”8 Saints (members of Christ’s body) must be equipped. We
must be equipped in WHAT to say. Paul told Timothy: “And the things
that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim.
2:2). The faithful one is the one full of faith, and “faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). This of course
is acquired by studying the Word of God. Timothy was exhorted:
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). Also,
we must be equipped in HOW to say it. The Colossians were in-
structed: “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that
ye may know how ye ought to answer every man” (Col. 4:6). We
should infer from this verse that if there is a way we ought to answer,
there is a way we ought NOT to answer. Is it possible to answer
someone truthfully in a manner we ought not? Of course, and many of
us are no doubt guilty of it. Jesus taught His disciples to be “wise as
serpents, and harmless as doves” (Mt. 10:16). Tragically, some brethren
are as harmless as a rattlesnake and as wise as a silly dove when
approaching others with the Gospel. While they should be commended
for their wanting to spread the Gospel, and what they say may very well
true, but HOW it is said is sometimes unnecessarily offensive. It is
imperative that we equip ourselves with the right tools to communicate
the Gospel. The Fishers of Men Ministry approaches this problem by
teaching members of the church HOW to ask and answer questions, and
just as important, HOW NOT to ask and answer questions.

Just as soldiers in the United States Military must be properly
equipped to fight and accomplish their tasks, so must the soldiers of
Christ be properly equipped to engage in our spiritual conflict. As is
true with any enemy, Satan exploits the ill-equipped to his advantage;
to hinder the spread of the Gospel.
By Our Baptizing The Non-Converted

Often brethren ask the question: “How much does a person have to
know to be baptized?” Usually, the question should be worded: “How
little can a person know before baptism?” This instructor likes to reply
to the above question by asking: “What parts of the Gospel do you want
to leave out?” To baptize a non-converted individual is circumventing
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the command of Christ to teach, or “make disciples” (Mt. 28:19, ASV)
and baptize them. An elder once told this preacher that he baptizes first
and teaches later. What a gross violation of the Great Commission and
a terrible injustice to the non-converted being immersed. The Greek
word for “evangelist” is euangelists. Vine identifies an evangelist as
someone who “makes clear the distinctiveness of the function in the
churches” and is one “to proclaim glad tidings, and euangelion, good
news, gospel.”9 When the evangelist Philip went to Samaria, he taught
things pertaining to the kingdom of God (church) and then they were
baptized (Acts 8:12). How can one truly call himself an evangelist, or
engaged in the act of evangelism, if parts of the Gospel are withheld?
What will cause a person to do this? Is it shame of the Gospel, or
church? Is it fear that the person will not be baptized if he learns the
truth about the Lord’s church, and the commitment to live and worship
according to the New Testament? That is a possibility, and a reality
Jesus faced. In John 6:50-67, some of the disciples found Jesus’
teaching to be hard. Upon knowing this, did Jesus change His teaching?
Did He omit the offensive parts? No, He simply turned to the twelve as
asked: “Will ye also go away?” (Jn. 6:67). Peter’s response was: “Lord,
to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we
believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God”
(vv. 68-69). Jesus was interested in true discipleship, not in followers
that followed only when they agreed with His message. The same
should interest us.

When the non-converted are baptized, evangelism has not taken
place. If anyone wants those being baptized to be untaught in the
Gospel, it is Satan. Thinking that the Gospel need not be thoroughly
taught before one is baptized; thinking that one does not have to
become a disciple before being baptized, is a tool of Satan in hindering
evangelism.
By Questioning Our Amenability To The Great Commission

Having taught the Fishers of Men Training Course on a full or part-
time basis for nearly twenty-five years, and preached the Gospel for
twenty-eight years, this preacher has heard many Christians ask if they
“have to teach others?” This question is actually synonymous with
several other questions. What is the question, “Do I have to teach
others?” really asking? The question is asking: “Do I have to be like
Jesus?” Who would argue the fact that Jesus was a teacher and a soul



322 How Satan Hinders Evangelism

winner? He taught publicly and privately; he taught multitudes and
individuals. When he gave His disciples the command to go and make
other disciples, he was telling them to follow the example He set. Yes,
we are to follow Jesus’ example; not only when we suffer (1 Pet. 2:21)
but also in the way we live, and teaching others was a way of life for
Jesus. “Do I have to teach others?” is the same as asking, “Do I have to
be like Jesus?”

The question is asking: “Do I have to help others go to heaven?”
The objective in teaching others is to lead them to Christ and therefore
heaven. Even in the miraculous age, the Lord relied on individuals to
teach others. It was true with the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8), with Saul
of Tarsus (Acts 9), with Cornelius (Acts 10), and it is still true today.
Rare is the case when a Christian cannot point to a “key person”
responsible for leading him, or her, to Christ. “Do I have to teach
others?” is the same as asking, “Do I have to help others go to heaven?”

The question is asking: “Do I have an obligation to my debt?”
Knowledgeable Christians understand that they deserve death because
of their sins (Rom. 6:23); they also understand what their forgiveness
cost the Lord (Rev. 1:5). Paul certainly understood his indebtedness for
being taught the Gospel (Rom. 1:14). Because of his debt, he felt the
obligation to teach others (Rom. 1:15). Anyone saved from sins owes
the same debt. “Do I have to teach others?” is the same as asking, “Do
I have an obligation to my debt?”

The question is asking: “Do I have to be a servant?” Servitude is a
mark of discipleship. Paul made himself a servant to all by becoming
“all things to all men” (1 Cor. 9:19-23). Why did Paul become a
servant? He became a servant to teach and save others. Why would
today’s Christians become servants? They will become servants for the
same reason—to teach and save others. “Do I have to teach others?” is
the same as asking, “Do I have to be a servant?”

The question is asking: “Do I have to grow?” The writer of
Hebrews clearly connected teaching with growth. It was time that the
Hebrew Christians should be teaching others, but instead they had not
grown, they still needed to be taught first principles:

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that
one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles
of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of
strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the
word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belong-
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eth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil (Heb.
5:12-14).

Was their lack of teaching others the reason for their lack of growth, or
was their lack of growth the reason they were not teaching others?
Regardless of the answer, the absence of teaching was an indicator of
stunted growth. “Do I have to teach others?” is the same as asking, “Do
I have to grow?”

While these thoughts do not exhaust the subject, they do give us an
idea of what is being asked. Do I have to teach others? NO, if you do
not want to be like Christ, if you do not want to help others go to
heaven, if you feel no obligation to your debt, if you do not want to
serve, and if you do not want to grow. However, if you do want those
things in your life, the only way to achieve them is to evangelize.

Every disciple of Christ is amenable to the Great Commission. Part
of the great commission is: “Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you” (Mt. 28:20). Part of teaching them
all that they were commanded, was to go teach. How selfish it is for
one who has heard and obeyed the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to
keep it to himself, for whatever reason. Disciples of Christ questioning
their amenability to the Great Commission has surely been used by
Satan to hinder evangelism.

CONCLUSION
We have a tremendous task before us, as well as an adversary

against us. He wants us to lose our souls and keep us from saving the
souls of others. Therefore, he will try to hinder any advances we
attempt in our discipleship and bearing fruit, especially in spreading the
Gospel. As disciples of Christ, we are expected to bear fruit. Jesus says:
“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit” (Jn. 15:2). And, in so doing, we glorify the Father (v. 8).

If evangelizing the world were impossible, why would the Lord
command us to do it? If evangelizing the world were impossible, then
why would Satan hinder us. The fact that he does hinder us in evange-
lism should tell us that he knows it can be done. When will we
convince ourselves that it can and must be done? When will we bear
the fruit that is desired by our God? May we develop the mind-set
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needed, and may we continually abide in Christ, that we will bring
forth much fruit (vv. 5-8).
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